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why you’ll love it...
There are three distinct sections to the Betsie. The 
upper section is very wild and a paddler can expect 
many obstacles. 

The center section (between M-115 east and west 
crossing) widens out a little bit but is still tight with 
river obstacles.  

The lower section, (Fred’s Landing - down) is the 
widest and most used by recreation paddlers and 
is great for all skill levels.

#MyManistee

The lower portion is 
an easy float for all 
skill levels, but the 
higher you go 
-above the weir - it 
does get more 
challenging.

INTENSITY LEVEL

low high

A half-day with 
vehicle staging is 
perfect for this river.
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Grass Lake State Forest
Campground

NO Fee
First-come,
First-served
sites.
Vault Toilets
Boat Launch

*Access to the river on the north 
side of the river below the dam.

PORTAGE
REQUIREDPORTAGE

REQUIRED

Wallin Rd.
NO Fee
Walk-In River
Access Betsie Valley Trailway

Nostwick Rd.
      LOW clearance
bridge - no portage
available. Review
location before
launching above
this area.

2.75
hr float

1.5 hr float

Betsie Valley Trailway

Mid-SectionLower-Section
Walk-in access

Freds Landing

Walk-in access

Freds Landing

Walk-in access

County Line Road

Walk-in access

Kurick Rd.

Park at area off 
Dzuibanek Road and 
launch on thesouth-
west side of the tubes.

Vault Toilets
Walk-in access

Betsie River 
Twp. Park

Kurick Rd. Tubes
LOW clearance & long culverts 
(200’) during times of high water. 
A portage may be required 
to pass. Launch below tubes.

Betsie RiverBetsie River

Walk-In River
Access 

Homestead
Dam Lauch

MDNR passport
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Grace Road
MDNR passport
Vault Toilets
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Adams Road
Vault Toilets

Boat Launch

M-22 Access
Vault Toilets
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River Road
MDNR passport

Walk-In River
Access 

US-31 Launch
MDNR passport
Vault Toilets

Betsie Twp. Park

Kurick Road

Countyline Road

Fred’s Landing

Homestead Dam

US-31 Launch

Grace Road

River Road

Adams Road

M-22 Access

2.5

Listed in Hours between locations*

UP RIVER

DOWN RIVER

3.0
4.0
1.5
0.5
0.5

Float Times

0.5
1.5
2.0

Bridge 

Culverts

*Please note float times are 
  approximate and may vary widely 
  throughout the  year depending 
  on conditions

© Manistee Co. Tourism 
Authority (MCTA). MCTA 
cannot guarantee the 
accuracy of the 
information contained 
on this document. Each 
user of this document is 
responsible for 
determining its suitability 
for his or her intended 
use or purpose. The 
MCTA accepts no liability 
for any loss, damage, 
inconvenience, personal 
injury or fatality caused 
as a result of reliance on 
this document.

TRIP TIPS
The Betsie River can change rapidly throughout the seasons. The 
lower level offers a more recreational paddle while the mid-sec-
tion is more challenging and should only be reserved for those 
who are experienced paddlers. In addition, the water levels can 
vary throughout the season and with many culverts along the 
river, paddlers are strongly encouraged to scope out their entire 
float section BEFORE beginning their paddle.

For additional information on the river, consult the Michigan DNR 
or USFS official documentation, or any of the local canoe/kayak 
liveries providing service to this river prior to making any travel 
plans.

BETSIE RIVER


